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Manifest Destiny:
Manifest Destiny, to my understanding, is a belief that was to expand the western movement all across Northern America, such as California, Oregon and New Mexico. It was a belief of expansion with liberty and windows of opportunity for the individual citizen in economic stability that would be more at an easier availability, though through the basis of the United States and to extend the United States’ political and social status. However, this also included or even resulted in Native Americans being casted out or removed and eventually meant going to war with Mexico. In all of this promising idea, as quoted within the text, all that seemed to be the ultimate prize was what meant most to the victor of this time, for it was land. Whoever developed the highest providence and took advantage of it by the strongest and quickest of force in owning the most land was the undefeated and undeniable champion of the “mission;” even though this started as a democratic belief.
Some of the influences that may have been associated with this belief were racial preponderance, that God was behind the just decisions and commands put into action from the United States into executing the idea and even the further forcing of the belief that the United States was “the last, best hope on Earth” , exclaimed by the President Abraham Lincoln. However, President Lincoln had opposed the imperialism of the manifest destiny due to his adamant feelings that it was irrational and unfair. 
The main and utmost true means behind the manifest destiny was about liberty, independence and free of will. One race to another through this belief was not to impose anyone against their free will. This ideology contrasted later as it began into effect for it was about expansion of one “nation/race’s” territory into another.  It seemed as wanting to force peace through take over with a set of rules to follow and those rules set by the invader. 
This led to the war between Mexico and the United States because the opposing nations would not truly come into agreement based on one’s nation’s demands; especially if that nation is unruly, unjust and self-indulged about what is right and acceptable in order for “the better future.” If beliefs similar to this that are harbored within individual’s way of perceiving other races aside from theirs due to historical teachings, then I feel nowadays, racial wars will never end, whether it is about land or territory, both physical or mental; which leads to the current wars that have been happening.
When it comes to current understanding of what the “manifest destiny” can be translated to, true peace may never be seen for the idea of such said peace is only achieved by staying in a constant state of war, which means to stay at the top of the political chain. The Manifest Destiny is about always forever expanding one’s territorial area in evoking specific freedom and independence, yet at the cost and end of diverse, unique and true independently free nations all over the world.
