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Reflection on class topics: Positionality, Epistemology and Stereo-typing


This has been such an insightful lecture. I did not know how much our reasoning, excuses and even the way we act around others in our own communities are based on just our upbringing and assumptions alone. The fact of having the opportunity to explore the logical research and insight why we, as a progressing race of humans is an exciting and perplexing field of study. 

What I found the most interesting is how much the influence of stereotyping has on the mind and action of an individual. When we, as a class, discussed what “stereotypes” we had about each other; I was befuddled to come to a realization of how most of them were positive in sharing how we, Americans, depict Japanese as healthy, intelligent, economically aware of their environment, and even the thought that Japanese are the coolest society to make up goods like anime, manga, functional and resourceful methods of technical and social devices that make life way easier or ahead of American’s technology progress. I love how thorough the work of the Japanese is. And yet, I had come to a shocking moment when I heard about the most of our stereotypes. They seemed so sad compared to the Japanese stereotypes. When I heard how wasteful-minded, party-animalistic behaviors, portion of food being much bigger – which in turn causes our citizens to get even more unhealthy and some  stretched stereotypes like acts of selfishness to others, I was surprised, though I know that it is all true to a degree. 


When we, as a class, broke down the articles, I began to become relieved due to the fact that as the generation of today is doing something about the negative biases and stereotypes. I have always believed in life being shared and improved by the idea of diversity and intellect for a better future with an open-mind. I did, however, have a hard time understanding the “using of icons of a race for a sports or American symbol of advertisement”. However, after they explanation of it in certain situations, I understood why that would be seen in a negative aspect if only it promoted the society adapting the image negatively to the actual race of a country. I had seemed to have this idea that when certain icons are used by America, it is normally portrayed as a good view due to the “adaption” of a feeling of “famous” or “respect” that America has given notice to that particular country. For example, yes I understand that if a football team had adopted a “kamekazi” symbol and that image defined the country solely as people who did what they did in the war. Yet what about the other way it could be seen? What if a sports team adopted a Japanese icon and that team became one of the most progressive and most famously known teams to be unbeatable and “heroes”…would not then the image behind that adaption be positive in a kind of support to Japanese? 
I am not sure, though…I do believe that any kind of influence through iconic advertisement or social association is and will have an effect on how countries will treat, act, think and even feel about their positionality on the other countries. I believe that with that way of influence, it will open our minds even more to make sure that we are careful how we not only position ourselves, yet also how we position the other member of the same society we unconsciously mold and create that in turn will treat us back. 
