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Chapter 3: this chapter first described the Independence of the Mexicanos and changes that happened within California, New Mexico, Texas and Arizona. It also explained the topic of the Anglo Immigration into East Texas, which then led to a deep desire and movement of Anglo Independence. After such events led to a victory for the Anglos in Texas, The Texans had decided to expand sentiments onward in New Mexico. Due to the desire to gain Texas on either side of the U.S. and Mexico, knowing the U.S. had won, the Mexican grew suspicious which in turn called the Mexican war between the U.S. This chapter ends with the Treaty of Guadalupe and the “Manifest Destiny”.

Chapter 4: this chapter entails that even after the war period and the forwarding success of the immigration, there was much anti-Mexican relations and economic competition. The chapter further goes on about “social banditry”, the after effects within the states of Arizona, Texas and New Mexico. For example, in Arizona, there was an economic stagnation that occurred during the nationwide depression in 1893. In New Mexico, There was witnessing of the rise of the Mexicano bandits, breakdown of the law and order throughout the territory and 80 percent of grant holders had lost their lands. In Texas, Anglos dominated in the political and economical aspects of the life in Texas in 1836. This was recognized before the Mexican-American war. 

My first impressions were not much to expect anything remarkable in other terms than learning about the history of the mexicanos. I am not saying that any part in history is not remarkable. I am saying that because I do not know much at all, there is not much for me to expect. I enjoy learning anything new, especially if it has to do with how life is lived today and those around me. One key event that stood out the most for me in chapter 3 was about the implemented act of the term “social banditry”. At first I never knew the meaning behind this. However, I had head of it somewhere in my studies through life. Within the book, it means that people or crowd of citizens are of the minority and yet have been victims of exploitation numerous times in order of being dominated, which then led to criminal status just because of race or oppression. Of course I feel it is even worse nowadays, yet I think that the reasons the states today of to take action against certain crime sprees and degenerative people is because they were first created by the same society that put them there and now they are reaping what has been sown.

I knew nothing before this chapter. Actually kind of a lie. There was a passage I came across on page 90. It was about three-fingered Jack and Captain Harry Love. I love the movie The Mask of Zorro and the actor Antonio Banderas. As soon as I read that section, I remembered that movie instantly. Because that movie did involve history of California, yet I do know it was in a film based dramatic story-line…I got excited even more about what else happened with the following chapters for Mexico and the Anglo immigrants.


The historical portrayal from Manuel Gonzales, I feel, sounds a bit-one sided as I have analyzed from chapters 1 and 2. However, I feel perhaps this author tells more of the truth and hides nothing behind the history rather than favoring one side, like what most American history

 Textbooks taught to an “American” might be. Mr. Gonzales’ interpretation of the Spanish contact with the Mesoamericans may be accurate, yet if it based off my understanding of his writings and perspective, I take under consideration that, as an author, he has witnessed and/or studied this field of education far more that I ever may have. I feel that because of his background in this subject and he writes how it “happened”, then I feel all I can do is continue reading on to the other chapters for I do not know myself about this topic. All I know is I get more interested of what happens next for these people and their independence.
