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The years from the 1500’s unto the years between 1848 to 1940 of the Mexicans and the U.S. history under the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, economic, political and social status began to seem one-side, mainly for the southwestern side. After the treaty, the Mexicans had only two options to pack everything that they owned and move on down in the “leftovers” of Mexican territory or to make a new life within the now “land of liberty.” As the 1900’s came around, many new and improved ways of progression in technology and life were going to a major development. However, this was possible to develop so quickly due to the enforced labor of many racial societies, which did include of white descent, yet at more of an expense to black and Mexicans. Through everything that the Mexican Americans had to endure and how the American citizens involved in business and corporate industry spent their life progressing. There were so called rewards to this understanding of immigration and creating a thriving civilization.
Shortly after the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was signed, gold was found and eventually led miners to further their explorations into the Sierra foothills, thus leading to more invasions in 1851 into this “golden state”. The Mexican population suffered beyond numerous dishonors and shameful actions from the years to come as the Great Migration and Depression and a new era was coming. A big motivation for Mexicans to immigrate into the United States was based on both opportunity and undesirable conditions. The least to say that due to some situations, the Mexicans would immigrate illegally by whatever means necessary due to the better life the United States had offered. “…Life in Mexico is even more oppressive than life in the United States.” (Mexicanos p.114). Through this succession of building a nation, classes among the races came to classify people based not just on their background, but on their wealth making skills within the United States. At first, in the early 1820’s, with the movement of the Mexicans going into Texas, they seemed to be very successful in becoming land owners through the development of cotton plantations. This was not enough for the already inhabiting residents of Texas. Power hungry people began to prey on the Mexican American’s land, with outrageous means of barter. The Mexican Americans would receive little, if any, money for what they had created from nothing from the White settlers taking over. However, the Mexican American citizens could rest a bit more due to not as much colonizing by the White race in Southern California and New Mexico. This is not to say that the Mexican Americans did not suffer just as terribly.
In Mexico, Porfirio Diaz had gained his presidency in 1876, only after the presidency had changed hands 75 times within the chaos and burdening public. Mr. Diaz had such promises and changes for Mexico. He wanted to see Mexico flourish and a more security-focused country. However, thorough this new change in authority and determination in creating this vision on his, he had began a dictatorship and this became possible only at the expense of liberty, leaving the inopportune inhabitants to be of Indian descent at the lowest of his concern.  In a vision to improve the economy, prejudice was beginning to grow among the people, a prejudice against Indians. In turn, a great deal in loss of land and the economy crisis’ not truly being resolved, was leading up to the Anti-Diaz sentiment. Following into February 1915, there was an attempt to oust U.S rule somewhere in Southern Texas. As the Revolution was unable to solve any of the base problems within the country, though causing extreme and incomprehensible devastation, a mass of people could not just take it and felt that a better life waited for them beyond the border into the United States.

In the 1880’s going on into the 1890’s, more and more southern and eastern European immigrants were coming into the States. This was rapidly making the Mexican American race become a minority and all that could be available for them to have citizenship or a life within this new territory seemed to only come with pre-set decisions. Even though the fair understanding was that there were equal rights for every one without distinction to a specific gender or race, it seemed that there were still restrictions among the limitless decisions anyone could choose. There had started a chain migration and with the postwar depression between 1921 and 1922 having reached its end, such a wave of immense labor needs, which started a profusion of job interests and necessity. Such jobs included working in the service and food businesses, lumbering camps, mining, railroad maintenance, and agriculture. 

It may have seemed that the Mexican Americans had such dreams to live with the freedom of job choices and a much more promising life in the United States, yet it was not easy nor as rewarding as it should have been. These people worked so hard to only get paid with much less than they were putting out in their jobs. Their wages were pitiful and they had to work some of the lowest jobs in the work force, and on top of that, they received no overtime or any kind of health benefits. And then, as if it wasn’t hard enough for both the Mexican and European immigrants in the years of the early 1900’s, the Great Depression hits, and it hits quite hard.

There had to be major changes for this immigrates. One of these changes included many Mexican workers having no choice but to leave their land or their life in the countryside and head into the cities. The “Urbanization” of these people and Industrialization was pretty prominent only after World War II and flourished the most within the Midwest. For example, by the 1930’s, the second-largest Mexican populated city had inhabited about 97,000 Mexicans in history, which is called as Los Angeles, which surprisingly the only other city to have this many same racial citizens was Mexico City. The Depression had only emphasized the ongoing economic problems and essentials. For example, Very limited citizens could say they owned their home and the sanitation within the city was not fit for even a stray dog. The Mexicans only had it worse when it came to authority issues. There were many beatings and many Mexicans could have seen jail time just for either talking back to the LAPD or resisting arrest. As the economy was falling apart, there was a prominent aspect of racial tensions among the populace. The reputation of the Mexicans was very poor and diluted. The Mexican race was beginning to be seen as people who increased community crime rates, lowering the educational standards and creating the “slums” kind of neighborhoods. The Depression had led to a extended period in time of concentrated work within factories and field without rest. There are even worse cases against the Mexicans lifestyle within the work force, mostly coming from the mining industry of the Southwest. At the time within the first decade of the twentieth century, Mexicanos were the largest immigrant groups to “waste away” in mines, mills, and smelters. 

And then the strikes began. The first strike that the Mexicanos had such a critical role happened in California in 1903. They had joined in with the Japanese in a fruitless effort to gain concessions from beet farmers. Another strike took place 1928, called the Imperial Valley Cantaloupe Strike. However, the one year that tops all the strikes that had undergone these people was the year of 1933. There were 37 strikes that included about 47,500 workers. There are many reasons why the 1930’s strikes were so memorable in history. Many of these strikes had exemplified the position of forcefulness that was portrayed by the Mexican government in protecting the rights of Mexican citizens within the United States. It was mostly due to the outnumbering of one race to another within a co-existing country that had led to the strikes ending in failure. Because the strikes were executed by the movements of the Mexicans, who were force and suppressed into a minority, the ranking of this race did not have enough merit to have enough value to be heard or acknowledged.

Another reason behind the value of the 1930’s strikes was that they consisted that the instigators were of woman gender. The economic well-being of the family, whether it is inside or outside of the home, the Mexicans had contributed to these families; especially if these homes were of lower-class where it depends in the women’s survival.


These times within the movements of the Great Immigration, the Great Depression and the late 1900’s, have only been devastating disasters left and right for these people and their life’s experiences. Whether they had to suffer through deficient economic conditions, suppressed and forced to move from countryside to city-infused environments or even deported from their homeland, being discriminated racially or by assumed reputation; no matter what they had seemed to do to re-construct their image onto the other races, their efforts seemed to have ended in vain or given no recognition to. As Mr. Gonzales states that Mr. Garcia first stated, “…the 1930’s witnessed the emergence of a meaningful Mexicano middle class, in both umbers and influence…perhaps the most portentous accomplishment in an otherwise dismal period in the history of Mexican Americans.” (Mexicanos p.162)
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